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Applying Soil-Residual Soybean Herbicides
After Soybean Emergence

URBANA, ILL.

W ith soybean planting proceeding at a
rapid pace, University of Illinois Exten-
sion weed specialist Aaron Hager said

there’s a great likelihood that fields were
planted before soil-residual herbicides could be
applied.

“If soybean have not yet emerged, it is possible
that the application could proceed as originally
planned,” Hager said. “However, if a certain
number of days have elapsed since planting or
if soybean have begun to emerge, proceeding
with the planned application is dependent upon
the respective herbicide.”

Only a few herbicides that are most frequently
applied before soybean planting or emergence
can be applied after the soybean have begun to
emerge. Several soybean herbicide active ingre-
dients can cause severe soybean injury if ap-
plied directly to the soybean plant, or if applied
close to soybean emergence.

“Labels often restrict applications to within a

certain number of days after planting and/or
before there are any visible signs of soybean
emergence,” Hager said. “Keep in mind that, in
general, the potential for soybean injury can in-
crease as the interval between application and
planting decreases.”

In addition, environmental factors such as
timing of precipitation in relation to herbicide
application and soybean planting or emergence,
and crop genetics also influence the potential
for soybean injury.

Not all soil-residual soybean herbicides that
can be applied after soybean emergence will
control emerged weeds so additional manage-
ment procedures such as adding a herbicide
with postemergence activity may be needed in
situations where weeds also have emerged,
Hager said.

“Always consult product labels for additional
information, such as the need for tank-mix
partners or spray additives to improve control
of existing weeds,” he said. ∆
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